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Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Day of Prayer for Racial Justice 

1 February 2026 

Sat 31 G 6.00pm Mass Sheila Murphy RIP 

Sun 1 S 8.30am Mass People of our parishes 

  G 10.30am Mass Diane Pattinson ann. & Neal Walmsley RIP 

Mon 2 THE PRESENTATION OF THE LORD 

  S 10.00am Mass Phyllis Steel RIP-birthday 

Tue 3 --- 

Wed 4 G 6.30pm Mass David Pyke anniversary 

   7.00pm Rosary in our homes 

Thu  5 St Agatha virgin, martyr 

  S 10.00am  Mass Anne Gelderd RIP 

Fri 6 Ss Paul Miki religious, missionary, martyr 
  & his companions martyrs of Japan 

  G 10.00am Mass Berney Murphy-Smith anniversary 

  G 10.30am Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Sat 7 G 6.00pm Mass People of our parishes 

Sun 8 S 8.30am Mass Dick & Betty Gornall, Jenny Bottomley RIP 

  G 10.30am Mass Joan RIP & Ellis Preston 1st anniversary 

This weekend : SVP collection 

There will be a retiring collection this weekend, 31 January - 1 February, in 
both our churches to support the work of our parishes’ St Vincent de Paul 
society. Thank you for your support. 

Chivuna Clinic, Zambia 

Some considerable time ago at St Mary & St Michael’s, we had a Friends of 
Chivuna group to support the Rural Mission Health Centre in Chivuna, 
Zambia, with which our parish has longstanding links. 

Our Bishop Paul served the people of Chivuna as the then Fr Swarbrick; Fr 
Jerome Ainsworth, our past Parish Priest, spent time there, and several 
parishioners have also visited. 

Dr Frank Carter will speak at the end of the Masses next weekend, 7-8 
February, to give us a brief background.  

We are hoping to raise much-needed funds for the clinic with a cake stall, 
and hope perhaps to encourage anyone who wishes to set up a standing 
order with the parish or to make a donation.  

Please see the noticeboard for some of the beautiful knitted items we have 
been able to send to Chivuna over the last few months. Sister Mutinta says: 

“The people are really grateful their babies are clothed well and their human 
dignity is restored.” She says, “We remain indebted to you all, may the Lord 
continue blessing you.” 

“Currently,” Sr Mutinta says, “I am in medical school pursuing studies as a 
medical Doctor so that I can be of better service to our people. I had an initial 
training as a clinical officer Iin charge of our health facility.” 

Helen Spencer asked her what items in addition to what we already send 
would be useful. Sister replied,  more “Shawls as well as non-knitted baby 
wear as some women come to deliver with literally no baby wear at all.” 

If anyone has infant clothing they no longer require, these can be left in a 
box near the balcony stairs in Garstang, by the box for knitting. 

Cake Stall for Chivuna Clinic, Zambia 

This will be held next weekend, 7-8 February, after Saturday 6.00pm and 
Sunday 10.30am Masses. 

Any donations of cakes etc. will be gratefully accepted before each Mass. 
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Ignatian Spiritual Exercises : retreat for men 

An opportunity to experience St Ignatius’ Spiritual Exercises in a 5-day, 
shortened form, 4 & 11 February, at Stonyhurst. 

Guided by the monastic community of St Joseph’s Abbey, Flavigny (France), 
founded to offer this version of the Exercises and with a particular apostolate 
to men. Open to men in all states of life, who wish to seek God’s will through 
a deepened detachment from the world.  

https://christianheritagecentre.com/events/mens-retreat-spiritual-
exercises-of-st-ignatius  

Parish Coffee Morning 

Thank you to everyone who came to the first coffee morning of 2026. Thank 
you, too, for your generous donations, totalling £115, which has been sent 
to MSF to help them in their work. The next coffee morning will be a week 
early on Wednesday 11 February, 10.00am – 12 noon, to avoid Ash 
Wednesday. We will be raising funds for Chivuna – a cause close to the 
parish’s heart. Do come along if you’re free.  We are blessed with some 
fantastic bakers whose work you can sample, along with a brew or two. We 
hope to see you there. The Coffee Morning Team 

First Holy Communion 2026 

If your child was born before September 2018 and you’d like to help them 
prepare for their First Holy Communion, please request an application form 
from our parish / school office or e-mail the presbytery, 
ssmm.bonds@btinternet.com.  

Please return your completed application form to the school office or the 
presbytery by the evening of Friday 13 February. 

Thank you. Fr Geoffrey & Mrs Dodd. 

Love & Beauty in St John’s Spiritual Canticle 

2026 marks the centenary of the declaration of St John of the Cross as a 
Doctor of the Church. Fr Matthew Blake OCD will offer a weekend reflecting 
on the themes of love and beauty in the most celebrated poetry of the great 
Spanish mystic. 20-22 February, at Stonyhurst.  

https://christianheritagecentre.com/events/love-beauty-in-st-johns-
spiritual-canticle/ 

Garstang Parish Draw 

Congratulations go to Ann & John Waite and Fr Geoffrey for being our 
January winners. If you have changed your contact number or removed your 
landline, please update us by contacting Trish & Kev O’Hanlon via the parish 
office. Many thanks. 

Lenten Lunches for Christian Aid 

From Brenda Price: Lent lunches are being served at the URC church hall six 
Wednesdays between 12noon-1pm during Lent starting on 18 February (Ash 
Wednesday). Our date this year is Wednesday 25 March when we as a parish 
will be preparing and serving.  

Please may I appeal for people who are willing to make soup, we need 
sufficient to feed approximately 40 people. If you are unable to make soup 
and would like to contribute either with a donation towards bread & cheese 
or help on the day it would be very much appreciated.  

Please contact Brenda on 07821-392809; donations may be given to myself 
or Fr Geoffrey. Thank you once again for your support. Brenda. 

Please pray for … 

Those who have died recently. Peter Walmsley, Pat Stockdale (friend of 
Anne & Frank Miller), Fr Bryan Irving & Fr Peter Foulkes (retired priests of 
the diocese), Lucienne Ferguson, Tom Pinfold. 

Those who are ill or infirm. John Page (Scorton), Kathryn Lee, Margaret 
Gaughan, Mary Evans, Harold Jepson, Celia Lowe, Gerry & Rita Marley, Bob 
Cookson, Fr Michael Murphy, Pat McKenna, Noreen Hargreaves, Mary 
Purkis, Frank Davis, Federico Lema, Mary Jo Counsell, Caroline Nurse, Yvonne 
Shaw, Simon Crossley, John Cookson, Peter Holland, Martina Copple, 
Dorothy Evans, Ian Moran, Nigel Lord, Ewan, Francisca Rainford, Kathryn, 
Lucy & Family. 

Those whose anniversary we keep. Agnes Evans (20th anniversary), Tony 
Derbyshire, Elizabeth Cook, Harold Harwood, Ernest Cecil Clark Firth, Molly 
Walmsley, David Anthony Pyke, Kathleen Myerscough,  Marino Habeishy, 
Carmen Christancho, Enrique Escobar, Marino Lemos, Hannah Marie 
Swarbrick, James Carter, Bill Jennings, Mary Whiteside, Angela Mary 
O’Regan, Eric Bayman, Stephen Sartin, Alice Wells, Nora Bernadette (Berney) 
Murphy Smith, Martha Horn, Stephen Turton, Winifride Swarbrick, Elizabeth 
Swarbrick. 
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