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Third Sunday of Easter 
19 April 2026 

Sat 18 G 6.00pm Mass Special Intention [CH] 

Sun 19 S 8.30am Mass Fr Michael Tully & Parents RIP  

  G 10.30am Mass Bert Lowe RIP [B] 

No Mass on Monday or Tuesday 

Wed 22 G 6.30pm Mass Walter anniv. & Marjorie Drake RIP [JW] 

   7.00pm Rosary in our homes 

No Mass on Thursday or Friday 

Fourth Sunday of Easter 
Day of Prayer for Vocations 

Sat 25 G 6.00pm Mass Brenda Richardson 6th anniversary [AP] 

Sun 26 S 8.30am Mass Brian & Stella McVey RIP 

  G 10.30am Mass Fr Tony Walsh RIP [V] 

No Mass on Monday or Tuesday 

Wed 29 G 6.30pm Mass Rita Whittaker RIP 

   7.00pm Rosary in our homes 

No Mass on Thursday or Friday 

Fifth Sunday of Easter 
Sat 2 G 6.00pm Mass Terry Murphy RIP 

Sun 3 S 8.30am Mass People of our Parishes 

  G 10.30am Mass Peter Walmsley RIP [LB] 

Fr John Gibson : many thanks … 

… to Fr John, who will be celebrating the Masses, and to those who will be 
opening church and preparing things for Mass. I’m very grateful. Fr G. 

If you need a priest in an emergency, please contact Fr John: 07772-244784. 

Calder Vale bluebell teas : church : village hall 

Bluebell teas will be served in St John’s church PR3 1SR. Saturdays 18 & 25 
April & 2 May, & Monday 4 May, 11.00am-3.00pm. Teas, 
refreshments,  cakes, tombola,  plant stall, bric-a-brac,  books. Great 
woodland walk, with bluebells carpeting the sides of the path. 

Calder Vale Bluebell Teas will be served in the Village Hall. Sundays 3, 10, 17 
& 24 May, 11.00am-4.00pm. Homemade food, soup of the day, sandwiches, 
cakes, desserts, jams, bedding plants, Tigermuffin soap etc for sale. Look 
forward to seeing you. 

Pro-Life Chain 

Please join us, SPUC, for this annual silent act of witness to remember the 
millions of unborn babies lost to abortion.  Saturday 25 April, 11.00am – 
1.00pm. London Road, Preston, just north of Ribble bridge; parking available 
by the river. Stay for all or part of the time; bring a chair if required. For 
information: 07523 183758 or spucpreston@gmail.com. 

Service and prayer for wholeness and healing 

Touching the hem, is the theme of this ecumenical healing service, led by 
Revd Martin McDonald, lead chaplain at Lancashire Teaching Hospitals Trust, 
Sunday 26 April, 7.00pm, Garstang Free Methodist church, Windsor Road 
PR3 1ED. More information from claire@capewell.net. 

OLCC Lancaster : Uganda project 

Our Lady’s Catholic College, Lancaster, is hosting a concert to raise money 
for the Uganda Project, Friday 8 May, 7.00-9.30pm,  in the school hall. 

It will be an evening filled with talent from OLCC students and some special 
guests too, with plenty of goodies for sale and a raffle. 

Tickets are available through Ben O’Flynn at b.oflynn@olcc.lancs.sch.uk, or 
by phoning the school reception. £6 per adult, £4 per concession (over 65, 
under 18, or students), and £18 per family (2 adults & 2 children), with each 
ticket including admission and a glass of wine/juice. 
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CAFOD: Stand with Sudan 

On the third anniversary of the war in Sudan, Kayode Akintola, CAFOD’s Head 
of Region for Africa, asks for your help: 

“So many of our sisters and brothers in Sudan are facing increasing violence, 
hunger, and disease. That is why I’m asking you to consider setting up a 

regular gift to support families who are fleeing the violence 
– with food, safe water and other vital support. Monthly 
gifts are an act of steady love for our neighbours, a way of 
saying: we will not abandon you; we will stand with you until 
peace is restored.” Use the QR code, or donate at 
www.cafod.org.uk/StandWithSudan. 

Letter from Bishop Paul : The Times : Forgotten Sudan 

Sir, Tomorrow marks three years since the war in Sudan began. Through my 
relationships with the Conference of Catholic Bishops in Sudan and charities 
working on the ground, I hear the consistent and troubling fear that this 
conflict has been forgotten. The data alone speaks of the horrors of this war. 
Estimates suggest that 12 million people have been displaced, 150,000 have 
died and 30 million require humanitarian support. Civilians caught up in the 
war suffer unspeakable violence, especially women and girls. 

I am reminded of Proverbs xxxi, 8: “Speak out for those who cannot speak, 
for the rights of all the destitute.” Our government can help to give a voice 
to those living in countries where war and its terrors are persistent. As the 
penholder for Sudan at the UN security council, the British government can 
apply pressure to states that continue to support the warring parties and 
work to persuade them to cease supplying weapons. There are no simple 
solutions, but the present approach to Sudan verges on indifference. We can 
surely do better than this. 

Paul Swarbrick, Bishop of Lancaster, and lead bishop for Africa for the 
Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales. 

Pilgrimage walk 

The John Bradburne Memorial Society is holding a pilgrimage climb on Cross 
Fell, Cumbria, Saturday 13 June. Bishop Paul will be taking part. There will 
be Mass beforehand in St John the Evangelist church, Skirwith CA10 1RQ at 
10.00am. Flyers are at the back of church. For more information visit 
www.johnbradburne.com, or e-mail Kate at info@johnbradburne.com. 

Michael Miller : many thanks 

Our grateful thanks to Michael Miller who has again expertly serviced all our 
motorized garden machinery; and, it should be added, speedily dealt with 
two recent breakdowns.  Michael has undertaken this task for several years 
and has enabled the parish to maintain its vast grounds.  

We are constantly looking for new “recruits” to help with grass cutting/ 
gardening, and if you feel you  can help out,  please let Fr Geoffrey know or 
contact Peter Brown on 605205. 

Monthly parish collections : March 

Garstang, £1,647.74, plus £2,538 Standing Orders; Scorton, £ (not yet 
available), plus £677.67 Standing Orders. Thank you. 

Please pray for … 

Those who have died recently. Joan Brown, Shaun Dunleavy.  

Those who are ill or infirm. Christine Rowthorn, Evelyn Steel, John Page, 
Kathryn Lee, Margaret Gaughan, Mary Evans, Harold Jepson, Celia Lowe, 
Gerry Marley, Bob Cookson, Fr Michael Murphy, Pat McKenna, Noreen 
Hargreaves, Mary Purkis, Frank Davis, Federico Lema, Mary Jo Counsell, 
Caroline Nurse, Yvonne Shaw, Simon Crossley, John Cookson, Peter Holland, 
Martina Copple, Dorothy Evans, Ian Moran, Nigel Lord, Ewan, Francisca 
Rainford, Kathryn, Lucy & Family. 

Those whose anniversary we keep. Winifride Nickson, Margaret Towers, 
William Rawlinson, Fr Gerald Bilsborrow, Jim Walmsley, Ellen Flood, Cecil 
Clarke, Tom Gorton, Mark Damien Lavelle, William McCall, Jane Ann 
Wareing, Henry Towers, Harold Rawlinson, Brenda Margaret Richardson, 
Doris Wade, Edith Ellwood, Margaret Horn, Isabel Clarke, Monica Stansfield, 
Barbara Rogerson, Fr Joseph Haydon, Thomas Sheridan, Basil Hibbs, Fr 
Geoffrey Cunliffe, Jack Swarbrick, Ann Swift, Charles Bisby, Phillip Flood, 
Maureen Clark, William Colin Swarbrick (5th anniversary), Richard Gornall, 
Richard Pickering, James Ashworth, Fr Bernard Cochrane, Bert Wrennall, 
Maureen Mary Jennings, Betty Mary Gregson, Jane Rossall, Sarah Banks, 
Robert Pegg, William (Bill) Patrick Flynn, Alice Waring, Patricia (Pat) Ann 
Kennedy, Fr A Richardson (25th anniversary), Monica Hargreaves, Fr Edward 
Bilsborrow, Emma Seery, Tom Cassidy and John Davis. 
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