
 

St Mary and St Michael’s Catholic Church 

Garstang and Calder Vale 
and 

SS Mary & James, Scorton 
Parishes of the Lancaster Roman Catholic Diocesan Trustees Registered Charity, no. 234331 

 

Fr Geoffrey Steel & Rev Deacon D’Arcy Ryan (Retired)  
Bonds Lane, Garstang, Lancs PR3 1ZB.  Tel. 01995 602164 

Snow Hill, Scorton, PR3 1AY 
Email: ssmm.bonds@btinternet.com 

Parish Website: www.ssmaryandmichaels-garstang.org.uk 
.   

 

7th & 8th December 2019 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT Year A 

 

 
 

‘A voice cries in the wilderness; Prepare a way for the Lord,  

make his paths straight’ 
 

 

Scorton Carol Service is being held in St Mary & James’ Church, Scorton, this 

Sunday 8th December at 4.00 pm. Everyone welcome. 

Reminder; Service of Reconciliation Will be held next Saturday 14th December at 

10.15am in St Mary & Michael’s, Garstang. Everyone welcome. 

Finance & Property Committee; This past week the Property Group met. Members 

agreed that the Parish’s financial and property issues be merged into one Committee. This 

will both fulfil our legal requirements and minimise overlap. This will be how these issues 

will now be addressed in the future. The Diocesan Property Department will be visiting 

the Parish in mid-January to assess and further understand the scale and nature of the 

proposed structural repairs to the Church Tower and Church internal redecoration. Also, 

we will now provide a copy of meeting minutes in the Narthex. If anybody requires any 

further information on the above, please let me know. Thank you. Fr Geoffrey. 

Local Food Bank; If you know someone locally who needs help with food please refer to 

poster at the back of church. Contact 07731 846124. Any food we collect goes to Sr Eileen 

for the Ingol Food Bank.  

Farmers Christmas Concert 2019; This will be held at Lancaster Auction Mart, 

Wyresdale Road, Lancaster LA1 3JQ on Saturday 14th December, 7.30pm. Tickets £5. See 

poster at back of church. 

St Peter’s Deanery Bereavement Support Group; 7 Sessions fortnightly 10am -12noon. 

For further information see poster at back of church. Contact No.01524 64256 

For parish 

website scan   

QR code 
with smart 

devices  

 

 Did you know? … during Lent we shared Mahinur’s story with you, and with your 

support her family have been part of a project in Bangladesh helping communities adapt to 

the changing climate and earn a living. Mahinur has been able to save money from selling 

duck eggs and hopes to buy a cow soon. Sadly, we must share the tragic news that 

Mahinur’s son, Rabiul has died of a fever. We remember Rabiul as a boy who took great 

joy in life, even though things weren’t always easy for him. Please remember Rabiul, 

Mahinur and Khalek in your prayers this week.  May he rest in peace. 
First Eucharist / First Reconciliation We are starting to prepare for the 2020 Holy 

Communion programme for children in year 3. If you have a child or know of any children 

that do not attend SS Mary & Michael’s School, Garstang who would wish to take part in 

the programme, could you please inform Fr Geoffrey as soon as possible. 

Emailing the parish Items for the newsletter /bulletin, please include in the subject line 

the word ‘newsletter’ or ‘bulletin’.  If item is for Fr Geoffrey’s personal attention, 

especially if confidential, please include the word ‘priest’ in the subject line. Thank you. 

Garstang Church Shop Christmas cards and gifts now on sale after Sunday Masses.  We 

would appreciate volunteer/s to ensure the shop can open each Sunday after the 10.30am 

Mass during Advent.  Please contact Jen on 602341 if you can do this. Thank you 

The Catholic Voice Newspapers for December 2019 are now available – please take your 

free copy from the back of church. 

SVP The total from the recent collection is £446.70. Thank you to our parishes of 

Garstang and Scorton. 

Hummingbirds would like to say a big thank you to all parishioners who supported our 

Christmas fair and raffle and helped raised over £800 valuable funds. 

Stars at Christmas – 2019  This year we will continue our established tradition of 

hanging stars in our church at Christmas.  By writing the names of loved ones on a star we 

symbolise the prayers we offer on their behalf whilst we worship together during this 

important time of the year.  There is no charge, but any donation you choose to make will 

go towards helping the poor people of Chivuna.  Stars will be available from this weekend. 

Live Simply  In 2015, Pope Francis in his encyclical letter Laudato Si: ‘care for our 

common home’ called us to ‘Live Simply so that others may simply live’.  There is an 

urgent need for radical change in our conduct and the ill-considered exploitation of 

nature… we are called to: ‘Live simply and sustainably in solidarity with the poor’.  With 

this in mind, the Cafod group would like to invite you, throughout Advent, to participate 

in a ‘reverse Advent calendar’.  Rather than receive, we ask that you donate some of the 

items listed on the calendar (copies available at back of church or can be downloaded 

from the link on the Live Simply page on our website) each week of Advent.  All items 

donated will be collected and delivered weekly to Sr Eileen for the Food Bank at Share-IT 

in Ingol.  For further information please contact Helen on 01995 238652.  Thank you  

Catholicism Series  of DVDs, including commentary (on DVD) by Bishop Robert 

Barron, acclaimed author, theologian and engaging speaker, continuing this Thursday 

12th December at 7.00pm, in the Plessington Chapel at the back of SS Mary & Michael’s 

Church.  This is an opportunity to learn more about the Catholic faith, open to all, Catholic 

and non-Catholic. Film / discussion / questions. Everyone is welcome. 

Apostleship of the Sea Christmas cards available at the back of church; to send greetings 

to seafarers who are a long way from home at this time of year please write a card and put 

it in the box provided (please do not include your surname/contact details; envelopes will 

be provided). They will be passed on by the Apostleship of the Sea port chaplains; we 



understand they make a real difference. This weekend will be the last opportunity to 

send a card.  Thank you. 

Warm clothing for homeless people You are invited to donate items of warm clothing: 

coats, scarves, gloves, socks, hats, etc.  Please leave them at the back of either Garstang or 

Scorton church, clearly labelled.  Thank you 

 ‘Lancashire Sings Christmas’  A countywide event organised by Churches Together in 

Lancashire with Radio Lancashire.  This year we have a live link at St Peter’s Church, 

Scorton.  Thursday, 19th December: gather at 6.00pm for broadcast from 7.00-8.00pm.  

All welcome, and let’s have a good representation from our parishes.  For more 

information: https://lancashiresingschristmas.co.uk/  

Lancaster Diocese Pilgrimage to Lourdes 2020; This will take place from 24th – 31st 

July 2020. Return flights from Manchester Airport, 7 nights hotel accommodation. £779 

per person. For further details see poster at back of church. 

 

Please pray for the repose of the soul of Sheila Bourke, who died recently. Her funeral 

liturgy will be at 10.00am on Monday 16th December. May she rest in peace. 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversaries occur at about this time in Garstang and 

Scorton; Catherine Mary Andrews, Marie Clark, Thomas Moxham, Aidan Fleming, John Gavin 

Nixon, George Cowburn, Annie Gregson, Lucy Madeleine Price-Jones, Monica Carr, Vincent 

Swarbrick, Grace Ross Darling & Ethel Carroll. May they rest in peace.   (There are blank forms at 

the back of both Sts Mary & Michael & Sts Mary & James’ Churches on which can be added the 

name of anyone you would like to be remembered in this way.) 

 

We ask the Lord to encourage and give health to our sick and disabled parishioners, 

families and friends in Scorton and Garstang, including: Janet Howarth, Austin Walmsley, 

Eileen Cartner, Andrew Whipp, Brenda Richardson, Charlie Robinson (3 years old), Ellen Worsley, 

Simon Crossley, Mary Winstanley, Kevin Horan, Paul Cain, Frances Dickinson, Jean Dunne, Louise 

Williams, Teresa Smith, John Cookson, Reverend Andrew Shaw, Wendy Seed, Graham Markham 

(Australia), Louise Gornall, Colin and Marie Swarbrick, Jacqui Elliot, Pat Nickson, a Sick 

Parishioner, Seamus Martin, Peter Holland, Kathryn, Vin Cahill, Bob Cross, Martina Copple, 

Matthew Pearson, Dorothy Evans, Christine Cobane, Ian Moran, David Winstanley, Pat Hickey, 

Nigel Lord, Ewan, Francisca Rainford, Michael Hendry, Lucy and Family, Ann Wicks, Jessica 

Holmes and Phoebe.  (If you would like to add someone, please ask the person involved if they wish 

to be put on the sick list, write down their name and hand it to Father or to D’arcy, or send in by 

email. Please also let us know when a name is to be removed.  Thank you.) 

 

 Wednesday Word – copies for the Sunday Masses of 15th December can be found on 

green paper at the back of church.  If you would like a copy, please help yourself. 

 

 

Psalm response 

 Mass Times & Intentions, Saturday 7th December – Sunday 8th December 2019  

Sat 7th      6.00 pm (Garstang) Tony McManmon RIP 

Sun 8th   8.30 am (Scorton) Rev Michael Tully & family 

    10.30 am (Garstang)   Cathie Cadden (90th birthday memories) 

Mon 9th   9.30 am (Scorton) Alice Graham RIP 

Tue       10th    No Mass  

Wed 11th   7.00 pm (Garstang) Brian Dickinson RIP 

Thurs 12th   9.30 am (Garstang) Fr David Elder RIP 

Fri 13th   9.30 am (Scorton) LISCF 

Sat 14th   9.30 am (Garstang) Intentions of Jenn & Stephen McGuigan 

   6.00 pm (Garstang)  All our parishioners 

Sun 15th   8.30 am (Scorton)  Anne Gelderd RIP 

   10.30 am (Garstang)  Elizabeth & Terry Fitzpatrick RIP 

 

Devotions and Celebrations this week 

Wed 11th    6.45 pm (Garstang) Rosary 

Thurs    12th      10.30 am  (Garstang) Garstang Primary Schools Carol Service 

Sat 14th    9.00 am (Scorton)  Saturday Liturgy of the Word 

      10.15 am  (Garstang) Service of Reconciliation    

Special Days this week: 

Sun 8th Dec  Second Sunday of Advent, Year A 

Mon 9th The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

Fri 13th St Lucy 

Sat  14th   St John of the Cross 

Sun 15th  Third Sunday of Advent – Gaudete Sunday 

Meetings this Week:  

Tues 9th  7.00pm 2nd of 3 guided prayer periods, based on ‘Love, a Guide for Prayer’ 

Wed 11th  7.30pm Choir Practice 

Thurs 12th  7.00pm Catholicism series dvd 

Last Week’s Attendance:  

Sat 16th       6.00 pm (Garstang)    Adults:  137 Children:        14 Total:  151 

  8.00 am (Scorton)        Total:    44  

Sun  17th   10.30 am (Garstang) Adults:  108 Children:        17 Total:  125 

Monies Received last week: 

Garstang: Offertory:  (Inc. £390 Standing Orders): £1,061.50; Special Collection – Poor Missions: 

£265.00; Votive Lights: £46; Shop: £52. Many thanks to you all.    

Scorton: Offertory (Inc. £150 standing orders): £360; Votive Lights: £15; Special Collection - 

Youth Services: £20.00; Diocesan Poor Mission; £46.50  Many thanks to you all.  

 

Churches Together in Garstang & District 

Ecumenical Morning Prayer is held at 7.45 am each Tuesday in December at SS Mary & Michael’s. 

 
Hymns at 6.00 pm (Garstang):   Hymns at 10.30 am Mass (Garstang): 

Ent: On Jordans Bank     94 Ent:   On Jordan’s bank     94 

Gloria:     Kyrie:   Kyrie 7 (Taize)  517 
G.A.                                                                710 G.A: Prepare ye the way of the Lord   

Off: Take my hands  608 Off: Upon Thy table – verses 1,2,&3   606  

Sanctus: Celtic   553 S,M,D: German            576, 577a, 578 

Acc.    554 A.D Advent responses (1,6,7,8) 611a 

Amen:    555 Com; My soul in stillness waits 111  

Com: Voluntary    Rec:       Like a sea without a shore   84 

Rec; Tell out my soul  880 

    


