
 

Catholic Parishes of Garstang & Scorton 
St Mary & St Michael : Bonds Lane : Garstang PR3 1ZB 

St Mary & St James : Snowhill Lane : Scorton PR3 1AY 

Revd Geoffrey Steel : 15 Bonds Lane : Garstang PR3 1ZB : 01995-602164 

ssmm.bonds@btinternet.com : www.ssmaryandmichaels-garstang.org.uk  

Fifth Sunday of Lent 
22 March 2026 

Sat 21 G 6.00pm Mass People of our parishes 

Sun 22 S 8.30am Mass John McArdle anniv. & family RIP [DR] 

  G 10.30am Mass Bert Lowe lately dead [FC] 

Mon 23 S 10.00am Mass Derek Young RIP 

Tue 24 --- 

Wed 25 THE ANNUNCIATION OF THE LORD 

  G 6.30pm Mass Deacon D’Arcy Ryan RIP-birthday 

   7.00pm Rosary in our homes 

Thu  26 S 10.00am  Mass Morley & Gavaghan families RIP 

  G 6.30pm Liturgy of Reconciliation for First Communion 

    all welcome 

Fri 27 G 10.00am Mass Bert Lowe RIP [D] 

  G 10.30am Sacrament of Reconciliation 

  S 10.30am Stations of the Cross 

  G 6.30pm Stations of the Cross 

Palm Sunday 
Sat 28 G 6.00pm Mass Ints. of Doreen Walmsley birthday [CH] 

Sun 29 S 8.30am Mass People of our parishes 

  G 10.30am Mass Tony Hall RIP 

Church floor polishing at Garstang 

The church floor will be polished on Monday 23 March. To allow the polish 
to harden, church will not be in use until Wednesday evening. Many thanks. 

Turin shroud at Blackburn cathedral 

A replica of the Shroud of Turin and supporting exhibition will be displayed 
at Blackburn cathedral, 23 March - 12 April.  

https://blackburncathedral.com/turin-shroud-exhibition/ 

The Big Lent Walk 

St Mary & St Michael Catholic Primary School is taking part in the CAFOD Big 
Lent Walk, Tuesday 24 March, as part of our Lenten almsgiving. The children 
will walk a combined total of 200km, helping to raise money to support 
communities gain access to safe, clean water. 

The children will be walking 9.30-10.00am; 10.00-10.30am; 1.30-2.00pm; 
2.15-2.45pm. The school warmly invites parishioners to join them for part 
of the walk. Many feet will help us reach 200km. Contact the office or Mrs 
Dodd to express your interest, or just drop in throughout the day. 

If you would like to sponsor the children, you can visit the Big Lent Walk 
website and search for SSMM Fundraising Page, where donations can be 
made through JustGiving. You can also donate by scanning the QR code 
displayed at the back of church. 

Also, we will be holding Stations of the cross on Thursday 26 March to focus 
our attention on Jesus’ final journey before we break for Easter. These will 
be held at the following times: 9.30-10am; 10.00-10.30am; 11.00-11.30am; 
11.30-12.00pm. Please feel free to join us and work together as a parish and 
school community. We look forward to welcoming you into school.  

Lenten Lunch for Christian Aid 

Just a reminder that we as a parish are hosting the last lent lunch, 
Wednesday 25 March. I would like to say thank you to all the people who 
have offered to make soup and, on the day, serving and setting up. Also 
thank you for the donations which will go towards bread, cheese, butter, etc. 
The URC hall will be open from 10.30am, and any soup can be dropped off 
in time for serving at 12 noon. Please come along and enjoy lunch with 
people from all the churches in Garstang, it has been very well supported 
over the last five weeks. Hope to see some of you there. Thank you, Brenda.  
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Diocesan pilgrimage to Lourdes 

Bishop Paul invites you to join him on the diocesan pilgrimage to Lourdes, 
23-30 July. Booking forms are available at the back of our churches, or to 
download on the diocesan Lourdes website: www.lancasterlourdes.co.uk. 
Alternatively, contact Joe Walsh Tours, 0161-8208790. More information 
from Linda Wisdom, operationsdirector@lancasterlourdes.co.uk. 

There is also a poster advertising the Youth Group pilgrimage. For more 
information, contact Katie O’Donnell, youth@lancasterlourdes.co.uk. 

Thank you from CAFOD 

… for your generous support this Harvest Fast Day, and to those who have 
standing orders and have given online. From the collection at Garstang & 
Scorton (and change in boxes) we have sent a magnificent £1725. 

You have shown what it means to love your neighbour this Lent - fasting, 
praying, and giving – so that families can put food on the table, even in the 
face of drought and floods. 

Visit https://cafod.org.uk/fundraise/parishes/parishes-thank-you to see 
how you are helping build a better world.  

Garstang Parish Draw 

Congratulations go to our February & March winners; Darna Davis, Peter 
Brown, Margaret Rigby, and Richard Lamoury. 

Just a reminder that Subs are due for this year. The purpose of the Parish 
Draw is to raise funds for SS Mary & Michael’s Parish. Last year after prize 
money was deducted £1840 was handed over to Fr Geoffrey. 

If you would like an opportunity to take part in this year’s draw, support our 
church and have a chance to win in the monthly draw contact Trish & Kev 
O’Hanlon via the parish office. Each number costs £20 per year (you can have 
more than one number) and each month there are two prizes, £80 & £30 
and an extra Christmas draw in December which pays out £100 & £35. 

Report from Chivuna Clinic 

Sr Mutinta has sent her detailed report on the clinic’s work for 2025. Some 
printed copies are at the back of church, and some photographs are on the 
noticeboard at Garstang. If anyone would like an e-copy of the report 
including the photographs, please e-mail the parish office. 

Talks from the days of the Upholland Northern Institute 

The Upholland UNITAPE Online Catalogue offers downloads for over 800 
recordings of Upholland Northern Institute lectures taped between 1975 
and 1988. As a theological resource, these recordings cover a wide spread of 
topics ranging from scripture to social issues. Speakers include Vincent 
Nichols, Hugh Lavery, Chris Walsh, Dympna Magee and Raymond E. Brown. 

https://unitape.hope.ac.uk/  

Monthly parish collections : February 

Garstang, £1,371.05, plus £1,892.00 Standing Orders; Scorton, £247.00, plus 
£677.67 Standing Orders. Thank you. 

Ministries and jobs in Holy Week 

If you can help in these or any other ways during this busy week, please let 
me know. Many thanks, Fr Geoffrey  We need people to … 

Holy Thursday, 2 April, 6.30pm. Take part in the washing of feet; prepare an 
altar of repose. 

Easter Vigil, Saturday 4 April, 8.00pm. Help spread the candlelight around 
the church. 

Please pray for … 

Those who have died recently.  

Those who are ill or infirm. Christine Rowthorn, Evelyn Steel, John Page, 
Kathryn Lee, Margaret Gaughan, Mary Evans, Harold Jepson, Celia Lowe, 
Gerry Marley, Bob Cookson, Fr Michael Murphy, Pat McKenna, Noreen 
Hargreaves, Mary Purkis, Frank Davis, Federico Lema, Mary Jo Counsell, 
Caroline Nurse, Yvonne Shaw, Simon Crossley, John Cookson, Peter Holland, 
Martina Copple, Dorothy Evans, Ian Moran, Nigel Lord, Ewan, Francisca 
Rainford, Kathryn, Lucy & Family. 

Those whose anniversary we keep. Ann Rigg, Revd Bernard Whiteside, Betty 
Gornall, Austin Walmsley, Harry Swarbrick, Kate Simkin, John Gillett, Dorothy 
Rose Kelsall (15th anniversary), Francis Bryan, Brian Richardson, Frank 
Walmsley, Gladys Richardson, Nellie Hodges, Frances Dickinson, James 
Pooler, James Pedder, Elizabeth Veronica (Vera) Towers (1st anniversary), 
Mary Carr, Mary Carter. 
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