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Seventh Sunday of Easter 
17 May2026 

Sat 16 G 6.00pm Mass Peter Walmsley RIP [FJ] 

Sun 17 S 8.30am Mass People of our Parishes 

  G 10.30am Mass Elizabeth (Betty) Ball RIP-birthday 

Mon 18 G 10.45am Funeral Mass : Gerard McMahon 

No Mass on Tuesday, Wednesday, or Thursday 

Fri 22 G 10.00am Mass In thanksgiving [J] 

   10.30am Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Pentecost 

Sat 23 G 6.00pm Mass Lucas Backhouse RIP-birthday 

Sun 24 S 8.30am Mass People of our Parishes 

  G 10.30am Mass Hamid Negahdari RIP [WA] 

The end of the Season of Easter 

Calder Vale bluebell teas 

Calder Vale Bluebell Teas will be served in the Village Hall. Sundays 10, 17 & 
24 May, 11.00am-4.00pm. Homemade food, soup of the day, sandwiches, 
cakes, desserts, jams, bedding plants, Tigermuffin soap etc for sale. Look 
forward to seeing you. 

Parish Coffee Morning 

Thank you to everyone who attended April’s coffee morning. It was lovely to 
see some new faces and a total of £107.39 was donated to support Mary’s 
Meals. The next coffee morning is on Wednesday 20 May, 10.00am - 12 
noon, in the Plessington Chapel. We will be raising funds for Fylde Coast 
Women’s Aid, which supports women and men fleeing abusive relationships. 
There will be delicious cake and good chat. Do come along if your diary is 
free. Coffee Morning Team. 

Shiron Renaghan: Oblate Promise 

Our parishioner, Shiron, will make her Oblate Promise at Hyning Monastery, 
Warton, on Wednesday 27 May, 12 noon, during the Midday Office. 

Shiron writes: “Oblation is an offering that a person makes of themselves to 
God, to show their desire to prefer nothing to Christ, in prayer, work, and 
the service of others, at the heart of daily life. The Oblate is committed to 
follow the Spirit of Saint Benedict in personal prayer, lectio divina, Mass, and 
liturgical prayer, in communion with the Order and the whole Church.” 

Please pray for her during these coming weeks of preparation, and on the 
day itself. Fr G 

Thinking of being a priest? 

Come to the day of recollection and discernment. The day is for single men 
16 years or over who are considering priesthood: Saturday 30 May, 12.15pm 
– 2.30pm, Lancaster Cathedral Lancaster LA1 3BT. Gather in the cathedral 
for Mass at 12.15pm, followed by lunch and meeting with Bishop Paul. 

To book email Heather: Heather.Watts@lrcd.org.uk or Tel: 01524 841190. 
There is no charge. As well as meeting the Bishop, you will have the 
opportunity to get to know how discernment works and who can assist you. 
You will also meet many others from across the Diocese of Lancaster 
exploring a vocation to priesthood. 

mailto:StMary-StMichael.Garstang@lrcd.org.uk
http://www.ssmaryandmichaels-garstang.org.uk/
mailto:Heather.Watts@lrcd.org.uk


 

Diocesan Pilgrimage to Walsingham with Bishop Paul 

Our annual Diocesan Pilgrimage to Walsingham, the National Shrine to Our 
Blessed Lady, will take place 28 September to 1 October. The theme for this 
year’s pilgrimage is: “Mary, cause of our Joy.” 

During our days in Walsingham, we will consider the causes of John 
Bradburne, Servant of God, and Ann Fenwick, who is intimately linked with 
the Catholic mission of Hornby.  Also, we will spend some time reflecting on 
the life of St Carlo Acutis and eucharistic miracles. 

The all-inclusive cost is £360.00-£420.00 (dependent on accommodation 
type). Coach collection/drop off will take place in Workington, Carlisle, 
Penrith, Lancaster, and Preston. 

For more information and booking details contact the pilgrimage organiser 
Deacon Charlie Conner on 07711 345 176 or email 
charlie.conner@lrcd.org.uk. Places are limited. 

Red Misson Box : thank you 

In 2025 Ss Mary & Michael’s parish raised £1,118.82 and Ss Mary & James 
raised £95.00 through Red Boxes and donations to Missio and the Mill Hill 
Missionaries. Thank You. 

For 90 years Missio and the Mill Hill Missionaries have worked in partnership 
through the Red Box to support local missionaries around the world; to share 
God’s love by walking alongside global communities who are poor or in need, 
regardless of their background or belief. 

Missio is the Pope’s charity for World Mission and the Mill Hill Missionaries 
is Britain’s own missionary society. On the poster at the back of church you 
can see Sisters Benedetta, Francesco and Elizabeth, Sisters of the Blessed 
Sacrament, who are missionaries in Myanmar. Their religious order was 
founded on the principle that each one of us is called to be a missionary 
through our baptism. Whether we are young or old, rich or poor, sick or in 
good health, everyone has something that they can contribute. 

As you will be aware, in many countries the Church not only provides for the 
spiritual needs of the local community, but it is also a key player in the 
provision of services that improve the well-being of the most vulnerable in 
society.  If you don’t already have a Red Box in your home or would like 
information on other ways to donate, please call Celia on 01995 602341. 

“What did the Romans ever do for us?” 

Well, they constructed a road through our property at Garstang. Not that it 
was our property then, of course. Some photographs and a plan of the road 
are on the noticeboard at the back of church. The road connected Ribchester 
and Walton-le-Dale with Lancaster. I wonder if they referred to it as the A vi. 

New e-mail address for the parish 

The diocese is rolling out new, standardised e-mail addresses for the 
parishes. This will enable more secure sharing of documents and also online 
book-keeping. Please begin using this e-mail address from here on. The 
current one will, at some point, be discontinued. 

StMary-StMichael.Garstang@lrcd.org.uk 

Garstang Parish Draw 

Thank you to everyone who has already paid their subs or set up a standing 
order. Any numbers not paid for by the end of May will be withdrawn. If you 
would like to check or discuss payment of your subs contact Trish & Kev 
O’Hanlon via the parish office.   

Please pray for … 

Our parishioners being confirmed at the cathedral on Pentecost: Chidinma, 
Eric, Hannah, Isaac, Oliver; for their families and our catechists. 

Those who have died recently. Fr Seamus Flannery (retired priest of the 
diocese), Gerard McMahon (son of May RIP).  

Those who are ill or infirm. Christine Rowthorn, Evelyn Steel, John Page, 
Kathryn Lee, Margaret Gaughan, Mary Evans, Harold Jepson, Celia Lowe, 
Gerry Marley, Bob Cookson, Fr Michael Murphy, Pat McKenna, Noreen 
Hargreaves, Mary Purkis, Frank Davis, Federico Lema, Mary Jo Counsell, 
Caroline Nurse, Yvonne Shaw, Simon Crossley, John Cookson, Peter Holland, 
Martina Copple, Dorothy Evans, Ian Moran, Nigel Lord, Ewan, Francisca 
Rainford, Kathryn, Lucy & Family. 

Those whose anniversary we keep. John Barnacle, Dick Helme, Samuel Carr, 
Celene Elizabeth McLaughlin, Margaret Mary Collinson, Dick Edge, Eddie 
Finnegan, Frank Eastham, Jessica Pinnington, Roger Marsden, Jane Delaney, 
Peter Michael Houghton (5th anniversary), Joseph Hodgson, Raymond 
Fitzgerald, Ann Mary Swarbrick. 
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